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Subj:  FEDERAL TAX DEADLINSE FOR MARINES 

1.  Although most individual taxpayers are required to file their income tax returns on or before April 15th, the IRS and many states authorize filing extensions for taxpayers for a variety of reasons.  In fact, Marines may be entitled to a number of extensions by virtue of their military service.   

2.  Most taxpayers can request and receive an automatic 4-month extension to file a return.  In order to receive this extension, the taxpayer must file the IRS Form 4868 and pay the estimated amount of tax due before the 15th of April.  If the payments are not made before this deadline, the IRS may impose interest and penalties.  If a taxpayer requires additional time, an extension beyond this 4-month period can be requested, however, there is no automatic granting of the request.  In order to request the additional delay, the taxpayer must file the IRS Form 2688 before the expiration of the period granted under the previous request.  In other words, the 2nd request should be filed before 15 August.

3.  Additionally, certain periods of time are disregarded when determining whether tax filing obligations have been satisfied in a timely manner.  The deadline for filing tax returns, paying taxes, filing claims for refund, and taking other actions with the IRS is automatically extended if you serve in the Armed Forces in a combat zone/qualified hazardous duty area, or have qualifying service as established by Executive Order.

4.  The deadline for taking actions with the IRS is extended for 180 days after the later of:

· The last day you are in a combat zone/qualified hazardous duty area or have qualifying service outside of the combat zone/qualified hazardous duty area (or the last day the area qualifies as a combat zone or qualified hazardous duty area), or

· The last day of any continuous hospitalization for injury from service in the combat zone/qualified hazardous duty area or while performing qualifying service outside of the combat zone/hazardous duty area.

Subj:  FEDERAL TAX FILING DEADLINES FOR MARINES 

5.  In addition to the 180 days, your deadline is also extended by the number of days that were left for you to take the action with the IRS when you entered a combat zone/qualifying hazardous duty area.

6.  Notably, spouses of individuals who served in a combat zone are entitled to the same deadline extension with two exceptions:

· The extension does not apply to a spouse for any tax year beginning more than 2 years after the date the area ceases to be a combat zone.

· The extension does not apply to a spouse for any period the qualifying individual is hospitalized in the United States for injuries incurred in a combat zone.

7.  Marines serving overseas, while not in a combat zone or qualifying hazardous duty area, have until 17 June in which to file a Federal income tax return.  There are additional requirements to these provisions, and the laws governing taxes change every year. 

8.  The IRS has created a means for taxpayers in a Combat Zone to correspond with the IRS on specific questions related to filing and payment issues and to update their combat zone status in order to qualify for relief provisions. As you know, members of the military who serve in a combat zone may exclude certain pay from their income and may be eligible for Earned Income Tax Credit.  The IRS will provide general answers to questions regarding combat zone relief provisions and the status of individual combat zone status updates via e-mail if the originator provides his or her complete name, zip code and date of birth.  Here’s the email address: combatzone@irs.gov 

