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Secretary Rumsfeld, Gen. Pace Briefing

Secretary Rumsfeld and Marine Corps Gen. Peter Pace, vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, today briefed the Pentagon press corps on progress in Iraq, including the situations in southern Iraq and Fallujah. Following are highlights.

· The Coalition is working with moderate Shi’a leadership in southern Iraq to resolve the stand-off with militia from radical cleric Muqtada al-Sadr.

· The moderate Shi’as, like the vast majority of Iraqis, want freedom and the rule of law take root in Iraq.

· Discussions in Fallujah continue, led by local and national Iraqi leaders. 

· The current state of affairs cannot continue indefinitely.

· The Coalition will not allow the thugs and assassins in Fallujah who oppose peace and freedom to carve out portions of the city.

· These dead-enders are trying to hold back progress through terror and intimidation. They aim to foment civil war among Sunnis and Shi’as, block the progress on the path to Iraqi self-rule and drive out the Coalition. 

· The dead-enders will fail in this test of wills. Saddam’s remnants will not be allowed to determine the fate of 25 million Iraqis. 

· U.S. forces are performing well, and the American people are grateful for their skill and courage. Their strength and sacrifices are a reflection of the strength of the American people. Americans remember those wounded or killed and their families. 

BG Kimmitt, Dan Senor Briefing

Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt and Dan Senor, senior spokesman for the Coalition Provisional Authority, today briefed press in Baghdad. Following are highlights. 

· The Coalition has reemphasized to all parties involved in talks to end the stand-off in Fallujah that the Coalition remains very serious in its goal to peacefully resolve the situation. 

· If the peaceful track does not play itself out and there is not a serious effort by all parties, major hostilities will resume on short notice. 

· The 36th Iraqi Civil Defense Corps Battalion’s performance during recent combat operations in Fallujah is noteworthy. In the view of the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force, the battalion distinguished itself as a trustworthy and capable Iraqi security force. Their performance will serve as an ICDC benchmark for future operations. 
Announcement on U.S. Ambassador to Iraq

President Bush yesterday announced his intention to nominate John Negroponte as U.S. ambassador to Iraq. Currently Mr. Negroponte serves as U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, a post he has held since September 2001. 

If the U.S. Senate confirms him, he would be the first ambassador at the new U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, which is slated to open following the June 30 transfer of sovereignty. At that time, the Coalition Provisional Authority will be dissolved.

(Link to the ambassador’s response to the president’s announcement; link to the ambassador’s biography.)
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